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In Brief
* * * * * * * * * * * *

Announcement: The 33rd New

England Statistics Symposium

The Department of Statistics at the
University of Connecticut (UConn) is
proud to host the 33rd New England
Statistics Symposium in May 2019. For
details, please check the o�cial website
at https://symposium.nestat.org.

* * * * * * * * * * * *

At A Glance: NESS Activities in

2018

• The 32nd New England Statistics
Symposium

• A Symposium Honoring the 95th
Birthday of Herman Cherno↵

• Cherno↵ Excellence in Statistics
Award

• Data Science Day

• Mentoring Program

• NESS Colloquium Series & Short
Courses

• Several Sponsored Events
* * * * * * * * * * * *
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President: Ming-Hui Chen

President-Elect: Joseph C. Cappelleri

VP for Strategies & Development: James

MacDougall

VP for NextGen: Jessi Cisewski-Kehe

VP for Scientific Program: Gavino Puggioni

VP for Education: Nalini Ravishanker

VP for Journal & Publication: Min-ge Xie

Secretary: Kun Chen
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With the support from all our members and friends, the New England Statistical
Society (NESS) has made significant progress on various fronts in 2018. We are
glad to report to you the major activities and updates of NESS in 2018.

New England Statistics Symposium

The 32nd New England Statistics Symposium was success-
fully held on April 13–14, 2018 at University of Massachusetts,
Amherst. The event attracted more than 250 participants. The
theme of the symposium was “Data–Science–Society”, reflecting
the growing role that data and statistical sciences are playing in
shaping and improving the society. The purpose of the sympo-

sium, as usual, was to bring together statisticians from all over New England to a
central location to share research, discuss emerging issues in the field, and network
with colleagues.

Keynote speech by Dr. Montse Fuentes from

VCU at 2018 New England Statistics Sympo-

sium.

The symposium featured four short
courses, two plenary talks, ten invited
sessions, and a contributed poster ses-
sion. Additionally, MassMutual spon-
sored a student poster competition and
IBM sponsored a student paper compe-
tition. The symposium was co-hosted
by the Department of Mathematics and
Statistics and the Department of Bio-
statistics and Epidemiology of the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts-Amherst.

The organizing committee consisted
of Dr. Anna Liu (co-Chair), Dr.
Nicholas Reich (co-Chair, NESS VP for

Scientific Program), Dr. Raji Balasubramanian, and Dr. Patrick Flaherty from the
University of Massachusetts, and Dr. Jianan Hui and Dr. Yihua Zhao from
Boehringer Ingelheim. More details about the symposiums can be found at
https://nestat.org/events/symposium/.

Keynote speech by Dr. Dawn Woodard from

Uber at 2018 New England Statistics Sympo-

sium.

The Department of Statistics of the
University of Connecticut (UConn) is
proud to host the 33rd New England
Statistics Symposium on May 16–18,
2019. For more details, please check
https://symposium.nestat.org. The
34th symposium in 2020 will be hosted
by the Department of Computer Science
and Statistics, University of Rhode Is-
land. Please contact us if your insti-
tution is interested in hosting a future
symposium.

http://nestat.org
https://symposium.nestat.org
https://nestat.org/events/symposium/
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Student awards at 2018 New England Statistics Symposium.

Student award winners:

• IBM Student Paper Award:

– Thibaut Horel, Harvard University.

– Aya Mitani, Boston University.

• MassMutual Student Poster Award:

– The 1st place: Ayako Miura, University of

Rhode Island.

– The 2nd place: Xiaoxuan Cai, Yale University.

– The 3rd place: Angelica Estrada, Smith Col-

lege.

A Symposium Honoring
the 95th Birthday of Herman Cherno↵

At Herman Cherno↵ Symposium.

NESS and the Ameri-
can Statistical Association
(ASA) Boston Chapter co-
organized the symposium
Celebrating the Founda-
tions and Impact of Statis-
tics: A Symposium Hon-
oring the 95th Birthday of
Herman Cherno↵ on April
27, 2018 at the Harvard
University.

This symposium fea-
tured speakers who are
former students and for-
mer collaborators of Pro-
fessor Cherno↵, and re-
searchers influenced by
Professor Cherno↵’s work.
There were three techni-
cal sessions, followed by
panel discussion on Cher-
no↵’s distinguished career.
Miriam Cherno↵ severed
as the moderator, and the
panelist were Carl Mor-
ris (Harvard), Joseph Gast-
wirth (GWU), Roy Welsch
(MIT), and Mark Vangel (MGH).

More details can be found at https://statistics.fas.har
vard.edu/event/celebrating-foundations-and-impact-sta
tistics-symposium-honoring-95th-birthday.

Cherno↵ Excellence in Statistics Award

The Society has created the Cherno↵ Excellence in Statistics
Award to celebrate Herman Cherno↵’s outstanding, long-term
contributions to the field of statistics. These contributions
include work on large sample theory, experimental design, se-
quential analysis, methods of presenting statistical data in
visual form, and statistical decision making. The Cherno↵
Excellence in Statistics Award is the most prestigious award
bestowed by the NESS, given to an individual who, in the
tradition of Herman Cherno↵’s work, has made exceptional
contributions to theory, methodology, or novel applications to
statistics or data science.

A picture of Dr. Herman Cherno↵.

The award will be given to
one recipient every year at the
New England Statistics Sym-
posium, with travel expenses
covered plus a minimum of
$500 honorarium. The award
recipient will be asked to de-
liver a lecture at the sympo-
sium. The first award is tar-
geted for 2019, and nomina-
tions for the award were to
be submitted by December 15,
2018.

The Award Committee
consists of Drs. Joseph C.
Cappelleri (Pfizer Inc, NESS
President-Elect and former VP
for Strategies & Development),
James MacDougall (statistical
consultant for pharmaceutical
and biotechnology companies), Mark Vangel (Massuchusetts
General Hospital), and Bushi Wang (Boehringer-Ingelheim Inc).

For more details on this award and for making donations,
please visit https://nestat.org/hcaward/.
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Data Science Day

On October 27, 2018, NESS-NextGen hosted our inaugural
Data Science Day (DSD) event at Yale University (https:
//nestat.org/nextgen/dsd/). The event was organized by our
NextGen Committee chaired by NESS VP Dr. Jessi Cisewski-
Kehe. The NextGen Committee seeks to support the next
generation of statisticians and data scientists. The two DSD
keynote speakers were Ms. Katherine Wallman, former Chief
Statisticianof the United States (1992–2017), and Dr. Xiao-
Li Meng, Founding President of NESS and Whipple V. N.
Jones Professor of Statistics at Harvard. There were over 200
registrants for the DSD! It featured a poster session and four
panel sessions. The panel sessions covered topics on career
development in statistics and data science, what data scientist
do, recent development and future trends in machine/deep
learning, and modern statistical development in big data. We
look forward to the second DSD sometime in the fall of 2019!

2018 NESS-NextGen Data Science Day at Yale University.

Mentoring Program

The NESS-NextGen Committee held their first event for their
Mentoring Program at the 2018 New England Statistics Sympo-
sium on April 14. The Mentoring Program was led by NextGen
committee members Maria Gargiulo, Katy McKeough, and
David Keller. For information about the program, please visit
https://nestat.org/nextgen/mentoring/. The program for
2019 will be open soon; stay tuned!

Colloquium Series & Short Courses

We have established the NESS Colloquium Series that started
with three exceptional talks given by Yann LeCun from Face-
book, Michael Jordan from the University fo California at Berke-
ley and Renee Moore from Emory (https://nestat.org/nessc
olloquium/). Please contact us if your institution is interested
in sponsoring a future talk!

Dr. Michael Jordan giving a NESS

Colloquium talk at UConn.

NESS has reached out to
several local companies, in-
cluding GP Strategies Cor-
poration and Hartford Stem
Boiler Inspection and In-
surance Company, to co-
ordinate and o↵er NESS
short courses on statistics
and data science topics to
address genuine business
needs. Under the leader-
ship of Dr. Nalini Ravis-
hanker, NESS VP for Ed-
ucation, the NESS o↵ered
two one-day short courses
in the fall 2018. The first
course entitled “An Intro-
duction to Time Series Anal-
ysis” was held on October
19, 2018 at The Hartford
Steam Boiler Inspection and Insurance Company (HSB). The
instructors for this short course were Dr. Nalini Ravishanker of
University of Connecticut and Dr. Jian Zou of the Worcester
Polytechnic Institute. The second short course entitled “Survival
Analysis” was held on November 2, 2018 at Pratt & Whitney
and the instructors were Dr. Gregory Vaughan of Bentley Uni-
versity and Drs Jun Yan and Ming-Hui Chen of University of
Connecticut, who delivered Part I: Introduction to Survival
Analysis: Basic Models and Model Assessment (Greg); Part II:
Models and Methods for Recurrent Event Data (Jun); and Part
III: Joint Modeling of Survival and Longitudinal Data (Ming).
We seek support from our members and friends to identify other
short course opportunities; please contact Nalini Ravishanker
at nalini.ravishanker@uconn.edu.

In addition, we have made progress towards establishing our
own journal with an innovative publishing model for promoting
the role of statistics in data science.

Outreach to High Schools

To promote K-12 education of statistics, the NESS Education
Committee has made e↵ort to reach out to high school teach-
ers. In particular, committee member Nathan Lally (HSB)
visited New Britain High School in October and spoke to an
AP statistics class. It was a successful event with lots of ques-
tions about statistics and data science from students, and the
school is willing to continue hosting such event to benefit larger
group of students in the future. NESS would like to expand this
outreach e↵ort to other places in New England and appeal to
our members/friends to o↵er such visits. Please contact Nalini
Ravishanker at nalini.ravishanker@uconn.edu.
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Sponsored Events

NESS cosponsored several events throughout the year, including
the International Chinese Statisticla Association (ICSA) Ap-
plied Statistics Symposium at Rutgers in June, the R/Medicine
Conference at Yale in September, and the Pfizer Distinguished
Statistician Colloquium Series featuring Professor Grace Wahba
(University of Wisconsin-Madison) at the University of Con-
necticut in September.

At Grace Wahba’s interview during 2018 Pfizer Colloquium.

NESS student volunteers at the 2018 R/Medicine Conference.

Leadership & Election

As of June 1, 2018, Xiao-Li Meng has become the Past President
and Ming-Hui Chen has become the President. Nick Reich from
the University of Massachusetts has stepped down from the
position of VP for Scientific Program, and Gavino Puggioni
from the University of Rhode Island has been appointed as the
new VP with a two-year term. Besides, James MacDougall is
our newly appointed VP for Strategies & Development.

NESS launched its first election in November 2018. We are
pleased to announce the results.

• President-Elect for 2018–2020:

– Joseph C. Cappelleri, Pfizer Inc.

• Council Member for 2018–2020:

– Yasuo Amemiya, IBM Thomas. J. Watson Research
Center

– Jason P. Estes, Pratt & Whitney

– Roee Gutman, Brown University

– Priya Kohli, Connecticut College

– Eric Kolaczyk, Boston University

– Ambar Sengupta, University of Connecticut

– John Zhong, Biogen Inc.

Congratulations!

We would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge
past o�cers and council members for their great service to NESS
and to statistical and scientific communities.
• Nicholas Reich (VP, 2017–2018),

• Jennifer McGinniss (Council member, 2017–2018),

• Gavino Puggioni (Council member, 2017–2018),

• Shannon Stock (Council member, 2017–2018).
Without the support from devoted members like them, the
establishment and the rapid growth of our young society would
not have been possible.

NESS Membership

NESS has decided to o↵er 50% discount for K-12 educators to
join NESS. The updated membership fee structure is as follows:

• Student Membership is free.

• Regular membership: $30 per year.

• Life membership: $600.

• K-12 educator enjoys 50% discounted on regular member-
ship ($15 per year) and life membership ($300).

• Joint membership with Institute of Mathematical Statistics
(IMS): $109 per year.

To become a NESS member, please register through our
website at https://nestat.org/php/member/#login0 or mail
in the attached registration form.

Call for Contribution to the Newsletter

Members are invited to submit contributions to the NESS
Newsletter which will be published subject to the approval of the
editor. Contributions can be of any form relevant to the interests
of the society. Please contact Kun Chen at kun.chen@uconn.edu.
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• Student Membership is free.  
• Regular membership: $30 per year.  
• Life membership: $600. 
• K-12 educator enjoys 50% discounted on regular membership ($15 per year) and life membership 

($300). 
• Joint membership with Institute of Mathematical Statistics (IMS) is $109 per year. 

Please send the form and a check to: 
               New England Statistical Society (Attn: Lynn Kuo) 

Room 306, Philip E. Austin Building 
215 Glenbrook Rd. U-4120 
Storrs, CT 06269-4120 

 

Membership Registration Form 

Last Name:  

First Name:  

Middle Name:  

Membership Type:      Student     Regular       Life      NESS/IMS     K-12 Educator     
If Student Members, Expected Graduation Year: 

Email Address:  

Phone Number:  

Employer:  

Address Line 1:  

Address Line 2:  

County/City:  

State/Province:  

Zip Code:  

Country:  

Signature & Date  


